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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
August 1950 and 1949 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1948 to Date 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—August 1950 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—August 1950 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 








EARLY FALL BUYING SPURS RISE 


Spurred by the advent of Autumn 
and the Coming ot credit controls, shop- 
pers increased. their purchases in the 
first halt of Septembx r. Durable goods 
continued to be especially popular. As 
in recent months, aggregate retail trade 
substantially surpassed the level of 
the same period a year ago. 


The volume of consumer spending in 
\ugust, according to the seasonally ad- 
justed Dun’s Review Regional Trade 
Barometer, dipped slightly from the 
ltime high reached in the previous 
month. The preliminary barometer fot 
\ugust at 360.4 (1935-1939-= 100) was 
2.0 percent below the record of 307.7 set 
i! July; however, it was 20.7 per cent 
above that of August 1G40. The ba- 
rometer 1s adjusted tor the number ot 


busimess days occurring in each month. 


The total volume of retail trade in 
\uyust rose to the record level of § 2.5 
billion. This compared with the $12.2 
bilhon spent by consumers on retail 
purchases during July and with $10.6 
billion in August 1949 

In July the Dun’s Review Regional 
rade Barometer, at 807.7 (tinal), at 
tamed a new all-time high tor the third 
consecutive month. This exceeded the 
July 1949 barometer by 24.1 per cent 
nd represented an i1t.8 per cent 
trom the previous month 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 
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A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

Juty—Barometer rose slightly, well 
above 1949; 32.9°, below U.S. Boston 
wholesale volume 10°, above a year ago, 
Portland up 29°., Providence up 9°, 
New Haven up 6°, Hartford same. 

Avucust—Boston department store sales 
15°, above 1949, all New England up 
11°4. New plant expansions and in- 
creased order backlogs boosted industrial 
output to post-war highs. Collections 
steady with 1949. 


Region 2 

Juty—Barometer increased somewhat 
in month, substantially surpassed last 
year's level; 27.9°., below U. S. barometer. 
New York City wholesale volume 40°, 
above 1949, Bridgeport up 7°... 

Aucust—New York City department 
store sales 9’, above a year ago; apparel 
store sales up 17°. Manufacturing out- 
put and employment above both month 
and year ago. Inventories up. Collec- 
tions even with 1949. 


Region 3 

Juty—Barometer up 3.5°,, in month, 
considerably above 1949; 17.0°., below 
U.S. Albany wholesale volume 10° 
above a year ago, Utica and Binghamton 
up 4°’, Syracuse up 32°. 

Aucust—Syracuse department store 
sales 13°, above a year ago. Production 
and order volume above 1949. Einploy- 
ment up slightly. Scattered labor disputes 
in Syracuse area. Collections somewhat 
slower than a year ago. 


Region 4 

Ju_y-—Barometer rose appreciably, 
18.2°. above a year ago; 18.5°., below 
U.S. Butfalo and Elmira wholesale vol- 
ume slightly above 1949 level, Rochester 
volume 15°, above last year. 

Avucust—Buffalo department store sales 
8° above a year ago, Rochester sales up 
12°... Buffalo flour output 48.1°%, above 
1949. Buffalo steel production averaged 
103.6°", of capacity. Collections prompt 
as 1949. 


Region 5 

Juty—Barometer lowest of all regions, 
dipped perceptibly from month ago. Rise 
from year ago more than that for U. S. 
barometer; 36.0°, below U.S. Newark 
order volume 40°, above 1949. 

Aucust—Newark department stores 
sold 11°’, more than in 1949. Defense 
contracts spurred industrial production 
and employment above a year ago. In- 
ventories steady in month and year. Col- 
lection rates even with 1949. 
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The Dun’s Review Regtonal Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available urthout charge. 

The regtonal trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapsrreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended September 2, 1950. 











Region 6 
Juty—Barometer rose 6.9°.., consider- 
ably above a year ago; 13.3°., below U. S. 
Philadelphia wholesale volume 12°, above 
1949, Wilmington up 8°; Trenton vol- 
ume 6°%, below last year. 
Avucust—Philadelphia department 
store sales 13°/, above a year ago; apparel 
store sales up 4°. Philadelphia steel out- 
put averaged 91.6°%, of capacity. Employ- 
ment up moderately. Collections more 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 7 

Juty—Barometer up rather sharply in 
month, 27.9°/, above 1949; 11.0°%, below 
U.S. Pittsburgh wholesale volume 30° 
above a year ago, Wheeling up 15°, Erie 
and Youngstown up 8°” 

Avucust—Pittsburgh department store 
sales 21°”, above a year ago, Erie sales up 
23°... Pittsburgh steel output averaged 
g8.2°., of capacity, Youngstown 9g2.3°., 
Wheeling 101.4°.. Collections more 
prompt than a year ago. 


Region 8 
Juty—Barometer well above a month 
and a year ago; 4.9°%, above U. S. barome- 
ter. Cleveland wholesale volume 10°. 
above a year ago, Akron up 16°, Canton 
up 14°4; Toledo volume down 1°%. 
Avucust—Akron department store sales 
19°’, above a year ago, Cleveland up 16°, 
Toledo up 10°. Cleveland steel output 
averaged 88.0°/, of capacity. War orders 
bolstered total production. Collections 
more prompt than in 1949. 


Region 9 
Juty—Barometer soared to record high 
for region, 24.5°4, above 1949; exceeded 


U. S. by 9.0°,. Cincinnati wholesale vol- 
ume 27°, above a year ago, Columbus up 
22°, Dayton up 5%. 

Avucust—Cincinnati department store 
sales 18° above 1949, Columbus sales 
up 14°4. Manufacturing output up in 
month, well above a year ago. Employ- 
ment increased moderately. Collections 
remained slower than 1949. 


Region 10 

Juty—Barometer rose 13.1°.,, surpassed 
year ago level by ample margin; 11.0 
above U.S. Indianapolis wholesale vol- 
ume 40°, above a year ago, Louisville up 
8°, Evansville up 75°. 

Avucust—Indianapolis department 
stores sold 16°/, more than in 1949, Louis- 
ville sales up 14°. Indianapolis produc 
tion, order volume, and employment ex 
ceeded last year’s levels. Collections less 
prompt than in 1949. 


Region 11 
Juty—Barometer moderately above 
month ago and year ago levels; 12.9°., be- 
low U.S. Chicago wholesale volume ex- 
ceeded that of 1949 by 20°, Rockford up 
25°. Springfield 10°, above 1949. 
Avcust—Chicago department store 
sales 13°, above a year ago. Chicago steel! 
output averaged 94.0°., of capacity. New 
orders and over-all production above 1949 
New employment record. Collections 
more prompt than in 1949. 


Region 12 

Juty—Barometer increased 
markedly up from year ago; 12.2' 
U. S. barometer. Detroit wholesale vol 
ume 50°, above 1949, Grand Rapids up 
15°, Saginaw volume up 7°. 

Avucust—Detroit department store sales 
20°, above a year ago. Steel production 
in Detroit averaged 105.2°., of capacity. 
Automobile output 26°, above a year 
ago. Employment up. Collections more 
prompt than a year ago. 


12.0°., 
above 


Region 13 

Juty—Barometer rose appreciably in 
month, substantially above 1949 level; 
2.6°,, above U. S. barometer. Madison 
wholesale volume 15°), above a year ago, 
Milwaukee up 5°, Green Bay up 2° 

Avucust—Milwaukee department store 
sales exceeded year ago comparatives by 
24°. Manufacturers’ inventories dipped 
slightly. Production and employment up 
in month and year. Collections slower 
than a year ago. 


Region 14 

Juty—Barometer 8.554 above month 
ago, well above a year ago; 10.0°/ below 
U.S. Minneapolis and St. Paul wholesale 
volume 3°, above 1949, Duluth up 10°, 
Sioux Falls down 8°. 

Avucust—Department store sales in the 
Minneapolis Federal Reserve District 26°/, 
above a year ago. Minneapolis flour out- 
put 24.3°% below 1949. Crop expectations 
down for lack.of moisture. Collection 
rates even with 1949. 
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Region 15 

juty—Barometer up 9.2%, consider- 
ably above a year ago; 2.3°% below U. S. 
Davenport wholesale volume 25°, above 
1949, Lincoln up 20°, Des Moines up 
16°/,, Cmaha and Cedar Rapids up 15° 

Aucust—Retail dollar volume rose 
slightly in month, sharply above 1949. In 
dustrial production up in month and year, 
employment increased moderately. Crop 
outlook generally favorable. Collections 
steady with 1949. 


Region 16 

Juty—Barometer rose noticeably in 
month, surpassed that of year ago by sub- 
stantial increment; 1.6°, below barometer 
tor U.S. St. Louis wholesale volume 15° 
above year ago level. 

Aucust—St. Louis department store 
sales 11°, above a year ago. St. Louis 
steel output averaged 89.6°,, of capacity. 
Placement of defense orders stimulated 
heavy goods manufacture. Collections 
more prompt than in 1949. 


Region 17 

Jut_y—Barometer registered marked in 
creases from month and year ago; 9.3 
above U.S. Kansas City wholesale vol 
ume 10° above a year ago, Oklahoma 
City up 6°4, St. Joseph up 5° 

Avucust—Department store sales for 
Kansas City and Oklahoma City up 11° 
from 1949; St. Joseph down 4 Kansas 
City four output 20.5°% below 1949, 
Wichita down 14.1°4, Salina down 6.2° 
Collections slower than in 1949. 


Region 18 

Juty—Barometer up in month and 
year; 15.0°, below U.S. Washington 
wholesale volume 8°, above a year ago, 
Baltimore up 6°.,, Richmond and Roanoke 
up 4°., Norfolk volume 1°, above 1949 
Avucust—Baltuumore department store 
sales 11°, above a year ago, Washington 
Manufacturing output and 
Em 
ployment moderately above 1949. Collec 


tions slower than a year ago. 


sales up 9 
order volume up in month and year. 


Region 19 
Juty—Barometer dropped 4.1 


above a year ago; 6.8°. above U.S. 


. wel 
(har 
above a vear 


Winston-Salem 


- (sreensboro down 1 


lotte wholesale volume 10 
ago, Charleston up 8 
UP 5 
Aveoust—Retail dollar volume ros 
moderately in month and year. Manu 
facturers operating on tull schedules 
Employment above last year’s level. To 
bacco crop outlook favorable. Collections 
prompter than in 1949. 
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‘and employment up 


Region 20 

Juty—Barometer increased moderately, 
30.4°/, above a year ago; exceeded U. S. 
by 33.6°.. Atlanta wholesale volume 45' 
above 1949, Birmingham up 25°”, Mobile 
up 20%, Nashville up 8°. 

Avucust—Atlanta department store sales 
13°%, above a year ago, Birmingham up 
19°%,, Nashville up 21°, Augusta up 9%. 
Steel output averaged 104° of capacity. 
Employment up slightly. Collections 
slower than year ago. 


Region 21 

Juty—Barometer substantially exceeded 
month ago and year ayo; 23.6°., above 
U.S. Jacksonville wholesale volume 2 
above a year ago, Tampa up 30°, Miami 
volume exceeded 1949 level! by 3° 

Avousy—Jacksonville department store 
sales 5°. above a year ago, Miami sales 
up 1g Order volume and manufac 
turers inventories steady. Production 
Collections more 
prompt than in August of last year. 


Region 22 
Juty—Barometer rose somewhat in 
month, well above last year’s comparative 
level; 14.7°,, above U.S. Memphis whole 
sale volume up 15°. above a vear ago, 
Little Rock noticeably above 1949 
Avcust—Memphis department store 
sales g°., above a year ago, Little Rock 
sales up 8 Manutacturing output and 
inventories above 1949 level. Employ 
ment even with month and year ago. Col 
lections slower than in 1949. 


Region 23 


Jarometer cons: 


JutYy— 
passed month and yeer ago | 
above U. 3 W holesale 
Orleans 10 above 1Q4Y 
son exceeded last year by 

Avcust—New de} 
store sales practically unchanged 
1949 comparative period. Louisiana crude 
ou prodction 23.9 above a year ayo 
Employment steady in month. Colle 


tions slower than a vear ago. 


’ 
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Region 24 

Barometer at new high for any 
region and any month on record; exceeded 
U.S. by 42 Shreveport wholesale vol- 
ume 65°. above 1949, Houston up 50 
Fi Paso up 25°, Dallas up ro 

\vcust—Dalias department store sales 
15° above a year ago, Fort Worth up 
19°, Houston up 18°_, San Antonio up 
12°... Texas crude oil output 35.6° 
above a year ago. Cotton belaw 1949. 
Collections slower than 1949. 


luLy- 


Region 25 
JuLy—Barometer moderately above a 
month ago, considerably exceeded 1949 
level; 3.6°., below U.S. barometer. Den- 
ver wholesale volume 13°, above a year 
ago, Albuquerque volume up 1 
Avucust—Denver department store 
sales 11°, above last year’s level. Indus 
trial production rose slightly in month, ap- 
preciably above 1949. Nonagricultural 
employment increased. Collections slight 
ly less pronmipt than in 1949. 


Region 26 
Juty—Barometer inched upward very 
lightly in month; compared favorably 
with year ago level; 7.1°., below barom- 
eter tor U.S. Salt Lake City wholesale 

volume exceeded 1949 by 16 
\ucust—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 11 Manu 
lacturing output even with month and 
year ago. Order volume up. Inventories 
below 1949. Employment steady. Col 


lections less prompt than a year ago. 


above a year ago. 


Region 27 

Juty—Barometer moderately exceeded 
month and year ago: 5.5°%, above U. S. 
Tacoma wholesale volume 8°, above 
1949, Seattle up 6°., Spokane up 5 
Portland volume 4°, above 1949. 

\vcust—Department store sales in Se 
attle 11°. above a year ago, Spokane sales 
. Portland up 4 
output 


up § Seattle~Tacoma 
Hour 


Portland output up 21.2 


19.6 below a year AYO, 


Collections 


more prompt than 1949. 


Region 28 
J}ury—Barometer increased %.4°— 1n 
month, well above that of a 
1.0” above U. S. 
Fresno and Sacramento 10 


year ago; 
Wholesale volume tor 
above 1g49, 
San | rancisco Up 20 

AvuGUST 


store sales 12 


trom year ago 

San Francisco department 
above a year ago, Oakland 

sales up g Orders recerved by manu 

tacrurers well above 1Q49 levels: output 

and employment up markedly 

tions less prompt than year ago 
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Region 29 
Jury—Barometer up considerably 
month and year: exceeded barometer for 
U. S. by 8.6 Los Angeles and San 
Diego wholesale volume 5 


level: Phoentx volume 2 


above 1946 


helow vear ago. 


Los Angeles department store 
sales 15 above a year ago, San Diego 


Saies |} f 


AUGUST 


Calitormia crude oil pro 
below a year ago. Aircraft 
industry steadily expanding. Collections 
more prompt than in 1949. 


duction o.8 


DUN’S STATISTICAL REVIEW—OCTOBER 1950 





